Desert Science: Make Your Own
Mini Desert!

Cool experiments to learn about deserts!

Deserts are amazing places that can be super-hot during the day and really
cold at night! Even though they don’t get much rain, some plants and animals
have special ways to survive. In this fun experiment, you’ll make your own

; mini desert in a jar to see how sand, rocks, and tiny plants work together in
dry condltlons Get ready to explore the magic of the desert and learn how it stays so unique!

What You’ll Need:

e A clear plastic container (like a shoebox or a large jar)
e Sand (from a craft store or playground)

e Small rocks or pebbles

e A little bit of water

e A plastic wrap or a clear lid

e A small cactus or succulent (optional)

e A lamp or sunny windowsill

Steps to Make Your Mini Desert:

1. Fill the container — Pour sand into the bottom of your container to make a desert floor.

2. Add rocks and pebbles — Place small rocks on top of the sand to make it look like a real desert.

3. Plant your cactus (if using) — Gently place a small cactus or succulent in the sand to bring your desert
to life!

4. Simulate desert heat — Put your container under a lamp or near a sunny window to mimic the hot desert
sun.

5. Watch what happens! — Sprinkle a tiny bit of water in one corner of the sand and observe how quickly
it dries up. This shows how water evaporates fast in the desert!

6. Create a mini greenhouse effect — Cover the top with plastic wrap or a clear lid to trap heat, just like a
real desert traps warmth during the day.

What’s Happening?
e The sun (or lamp) warms the sand, just like in a real desert.
e Water evaporates fast, showing why deserts are so dry.

o Covering the desert creates a greenhouse effect, like the way heat gets trapped in a desert at night!

This fun and easy experiment shows how deserts work and why plants and animals must adapt to survive there!
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